
‘New version’ of Amausi welcomes fliers on Day 1  

Airport Witnesses A Steady Increase In Range Of 15-20% Every Year, Passenger Traffic Likely To 

Cross 3 Crore By 2012-13 |TIMES NEWS NETWORK  

Lucknow: Singapore-based businessman, Gagan Mehrotra was expecting the same old drab 

Amausi airport terminal to greet him on Saturday noon. But, Mehrotra was in for a pleasant 

surprise and virtually could not believe his eyes, as he got routed into a swanky gigantic building 

that resembled some of the better, if not the best, airport terminals in the country. Gone are 

the sheen less walls and the congested space that marked the gateway to Lucknow. What 

surrounded the passengers instead were some of the better services that they have been 

craving for quite some time.  

“It is indeed pleasant to see Lucknow growing like this,” said a smiling Mehrotra as he stepped 

out of the new terminal building that was finally thrown open to public on early hours of 

Saturday.  

Officials of the Airport Authority of India have been sweating hard to ensure a smooth opening 

of the new terminal. And they received a reasonably good response from the passengers. “The 

feel of the terminal is good. We hope to see much more facilities in coming days,” said Rakhi 

Garg, who had arrived from Mumbai.  

Passengers, however, complained of some glitches in the luggage delivery system. “That is an 

area which needs to be tackled urgently,” said Yogesh Bandhu, an economist with a 

government department. “The flight arrived half an hour ago, but we could not get our luggage 

in time,” he said. “The system is probably not taken care of properly. As a passenger I will first 

care of my luggage than anything else,” said Prateek Yadav, a student of Delhi University.  

Airport director Atul Dikshit said that the delay was because most of the airlines do not have a 

‘push back’ (a trolley that aligns the stationed aircraft accordingly so that luggage can be off 

loaded). “We have asked the airlines to make arrangement, so that the problem in luggage 

delivery system is addressed,” the director said. Dikshit, however,said that the new terminal 

has evoked a nice response not only amongst the passengers, but also from the officials. An AAI 

official said that almost all facilities have been put in place, so that the passengers do not face 

any problem.  

Spread over an area of around 20,000 square metres, the three-tier building is proposed to 

have facilities like internet cafes, duty free shops, cafeteria, snack bars, book shops and 

jewellery stores. While some of the shops have been occupied others, around the immigration 

zone, are still vacant.  



An additional feature that marked the new terminal building is a chikan shop.  

AAI officials said that gradually all the shops will be occupied.  

At the same time, the new terminal looked spacious much to the delight of passengers. 

Constructed an estimated cost of around Rs 120 crore, the terminal is estimated to have 

enough space to accommodate 750 passengers at any given point of time. These passengers 

can be accommodated at the ground and the first floor, which also have a lounge connected to 

two aerobridges that will enable the passengers to walk straight into the aircraft.  

Serving to the capital of India’s most populated state, the new terminal holds much 

significance.  

The airport presently caters to over 2.5 lakh fliers every year. It has been witnessing an increase 

in the number of airlines coming forth to connect it with other cities in India as well as abroad. 

With the airport witnessing a steady increase – often estimated in the range of 15-20% every 

year – the need for a new terminal has increasingly been felt. The passenger traffic in the 

airport is likely to go over 3 lakh by end of current financial year.  

Meanwhile, the old terminal will be taken up for renovation work anytime next year.  

The new terminal building will be an integrated terminal, even though Union civil aviation 

minister Ajit Singh during his visit last month had promised of upgrading it to international 

status.  

NEW STATUS  

• Total area of the terminal: 20,000 square metres  

• Cost: . 120 crore  

• Average number of flights operating from the terminal is 30  

• The two tier-building with capacity to hold 750 passengers  

• Parking capacity: 400 cars  

• Charges: . 60 (if the time between entry and exit exceeds 8 minutes)  

• Circulation area: Wider comparative to the older terminal. Will make it easy for movement of 

vehicles  

• Currently catering to 2.5 lakh fliers every year  

WAIT IS FINALLY OVER: Passengers at the new Amausi airport terminal on Saturday 


